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Is hid 'Trindation-wi ebe de- i 
"fign'd for the-uſe of the Engliſh 
Reader, I mean thoſe who under- % 
ſtand not the original Language. 
, 1499S wroeh ſuch young, Gentlemen as, ars. | 
now „ entrini; upon the Study of it, it may be 
neceſſary to premiſe a few things relating to the : 
Author, and this Play in uin by way of 
Advertiſement. 

Euripides was born at a or e | 
Attica, in the Seventy-fifth Olympiad, about four | 
Hundred and | Eighty Years before the Chriſtian * 


Ara, It is Laid, that his Friend Socrates aſſiſted 
2: 0&4 him 


«<4 * 4x 1 1 * * * 
» | "= 


£ » 
* — 


NN Nr 
. 7 * ' Compoſitions, and. inflrued. FO 1 
his h M,. Moral, an other see 
 DoBtripes relating e the Providence of God, and 
. the Immortality of the Soul: But as | Socrates 
| was twelve Years. his Junior, we may as well ſup- 
| Poſe the Obligation, in point of Inſtruction, duc 
- to the Poet, as to the Philoſopher ; and the more 
ſo, hecauſe, as lian tells us, Socrates, ſelam 1 
feared at the Theatre but when ſome new Play 
wat exhibited by Euripides, and then be never 
Jak in bis ditendance 1. fe be hi the Men, and 
was Adrticw/arly abarm d with the Nintus and 
_ that: alas. fate. in bis Ng. | 
Rr ac- 
aurately je in the Condutt and, Difpoftion of the 
Fable.” lndeed, as the Preneb Critic hereupon ob- 
ſervos, he ſcems to--have owed more to Nature 
than to Art, and to have been guided in his Com- 
poſitions rather by the Motions of an humane 
and tender Heart, than the Dictates of a labo- 
riots and ſtudious Mind. He felt what he wrote; 
"I was the Conſtitution of the Man; who uſed no 
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of 
ee Hanes if his Stile'de 
| Gracefdlneſs in his" 4 ee 
_ Negligence, ſuch um Elegance 
Sofineſs,/ that, like ſore Ladies In Di- 


eQation. And with regard to this-Play 


eo Cp Aion, if it 


ke c and the thorkiog' Burbariry'of Giorilicing 
my DO mne 
— —u—¾. are: the Sani- 


acts, ae Characters, and the Man- 
truly mark'd, that one woukd-rhiak the 


_ SpeTator had this 

" Gays, Ne 49, n . 
As a perſect Tragedy 0 
— i» the nobleſt Produ 
— — Nature, ſo it Peas 


© proving Entertaiments. A virtuous Man (fays 


Wits 46 
* — , 
Seneca) ſtruggling with Misfortones, is ſuch 4 


« 132 « written 


bills, cham 
0 more than all the Powers of Art 
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na the Tatricacy and Diſpoſition of 
< the Fable; but what a Chriſtian Writer ſhould 


Liber Aſham' d to own, falls infinitely — of it 


nin che incral Part of the Performance. e 
vii] ſhall not tay to reply to the little Cridicifins 


| that have been rais'd-agdinſt theſe Words of the 
Spectator; it is enough for me that they came 

from the judicious Mr. Addiſen; but ſhall: ob- 
ſerye, that beſide the chief Moral of this Play, 
which is tbe Frailiy and Uncertainty of all human 
| Grandeur,” wherein :Mortals: cannot put their Truſt, 
and are therefore led to an humble Refignation in 


all Things to divine Proygdence, there are man y 


| great and important Leſſons taught herein. The 


Faulen 1 need not ſpecify, ſince as they are 
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Batutally from the Tarn 
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dündet but ber obvious" to every Cupabity: RA 
wen tive: ih further to. retommend them, 
that as che Incidents ariſe: i a batural and ſuo⸗ 


. * 


| San ffom puts Nature ufd Experience, 2 


ceſſtve Onder, ſo che Inſtructions intended "art 9 


ſuch Incidents, without the Abſurdities "of any 
detach'd Piece or unnatural” Soliloquy. Let this 
be ufiderftood Without the leaſt Reflexion upon 
the immortal Shatkſpear, n we will Pg in 
our Remarks. n 


Page 1. The Ghit of Polydere] Tho' Euripides 


was not the firſt . that introduced” Ghoſts on 


the Stage, it having been attempted befare by 
Aſchylus in his Perſe ; yet the Opening the Plot 
in this manner, and acquainting the Audience with 


the Argument of the Fable, is altogether pecu- 
kar to him, and his own Invention.” Ariftophanes 


his 'Eotemporary rallied ' him for it *; and P. 
Brumoy, whom I here call the French Critic, 


ſeverely cenſures his Conduct herein +. "Others 
have defended it: But without entring into the 


© Ran, ver. 977; + Le Theatre des O. 
00 Diſpute, 


ns and Circumſtances of i 
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det ikowiſe hold good againſt ſbeing any Play 
- repreſented a Second time; and with regard to 
the Phy before us, Whether any one can be fo 
Rppid as nat 10 feel, what the Audience muſk 


Gods for the, Safaty of her San _Pahdere :- del) 
their, having been before appriſed af his Death, 


and the cruel manner of it, muſt have a ſtronger. 


Effect in raiſing Pity and Campaſſion, than if they 
bad nat known this Circumſtance; So when. the 
Servant (P. 34.) brings in his Body, veiled; and 
the like Obſervation, may be i dee 
Parts of this Play. . 

This then end called the Prolog, ad and 
2 obſerv'd here, but according to Ariſteth's 
Diviſion, - the Prologue continued to the firſt 
Choric-ſong, or what we call the ful A8: Then 
followed the Epiſade, which in the Second, Third, 
and Fqurth Adds, divided by a Churic-ſang, contained 


All the Intrigucs, or Plat, ta the laſt ſinging of 
the * aſter ws we came the Exode, which 


8 c | con- 


* I would only ank, Whether the moſt 
material ObjeQon that can be made hereto,» will 


needs feel, when Hecuba (p. 6.) is praying to the 


r dh Ai. me. ans. Sad. - re. 
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N REAR 2 
containe& ch Periperie, er Cotalirahe of he 
Fay. But this exit Divifien into five Peru by 
Jes Chovieofengs is tiet always kept: thre beg 
iy forme Plays mort than four, in othara not: ſa 
many ; as in this Play, there ate properly hut three 
 Gharicyfongs and the Play ſeeme divided into five 

Parts. or Ads, a8 ſame other are, by the Ap. 
pearance of a new Perſonage: Act II. enters Wyſs 
fot; Act HI. Talbybinez AQ. IV, — 
A V. F aymurfer. 

Page 13. Chorus.) The Ghoruc, n of tim 
were always preſent on the Stage, from the firſt 
opening of the Play to the End af it, and the 
Chief of them in the Name of the reſt | + 
in all Reſpects, the Part of av Aur ; and berein 
they are to be diſtinguiſh'd. from the (Boris (p. 24. 
which. is properly called the Fin Extry of the 
Chorus, (otherwiſe call d the Parode, and the reſto 
of the Charic-ſongs, Sg] and the principal | 
uſe of them was, while ſomething was doing or 
preparing without, to fill up the Time, in order | 
to preſerve a ſeeming Unity, and alfa to relieve 
the Audience by their Mufick and Dancing. And 
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here, 
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* <7 " 
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ſvine of theſe ancient Plays judiciouſly tranſlated a 


uu che Chhorie-ſongs reduced to proper Meaſure; 


and maſterly ſer and perſorm'd, a more engaging 
and rational Entettainment could not be deſired 


by the moſt polite Audience. But not pretending 


Appearance at leaſt of what they called tho 


Hropbe and Antiſtropbe. It would take up too 


much time to explain theſe, or the like technical 
Terms, and be of little uſe to N 7 ae 
I ſhall therefore paſs on to WT 9 

Act V. p. 48. The Unities of Abe Time; 
and Place, have undoubtedly their Foundation 


| both in Art and Reaſon, and, in the Opinion of 
the beſt Judges both ancient and modern, give 


Plays the loft and higheft, as wel! as the moſt en- 
gaging Petfaio. Now as the Unities of Time 
and Place are ſufficiently obſervd in this Play, 
cannot but think the Unity of Action is ſo 
too, tho the French Critick cenſures it for the 


* * 


com- 


to reform tho prefent Tafte;* I contented: myſelf | 
Wich 4 bare Tranſlation, Keeping to the original 
Meafure as near as poſſible, and preſerving the 
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as AK OR 


EA DER wa -*, 
kap, An. The Introduction of Pn 
bergen I Rho at what eilt ban here bender 
dhe Action abu, hls," may be looů, upon as an 
5 ; and "Epi or various Under actieh | 
2 dependent on, and contribute to he 
maln, deſtroy mot "the Unity: F Aion. Rut | 
icon diſpute, As the Fable, like the Aion” is 
divided into Simple and' Tmplex, this Fable is of 
we former Kind: "The fimple Fable being that, 
In which there” Is * "#0 change of * the Condition of 
Stare of the' of bebe Perſon, 1 * 7 called” the 
Per ipetie, or Diſco rovery and the Aurdvelling He 
| Pie is only @ Angle. Paſſage "of Agitation of 
Indi, o. Repuſe and Trinquillity.” Now the 
Ee Iten f this Pate is the Diſtreſs of E 
rubs, which ill keeps rifing on, fom Tcldent 
to Incident, till here in the Condit ne eus 
— wich great Satisfaction to enjoy her Revenge on 
Polymneftor. "This Triumph indeed may, and ought 

to; tive ſome diſguſt to our better Knowledge ; ; Atid 
perhaps an'ObjeQion' may be made to the Cha- 
racter of Polymneftor as hete drawn, moſt tha. | 
We Wicked, againſt the ancient Rules of che 
. \  . Stage. 
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„ Stage But vu maſt pbſerye, that Pha 


Ine but n petty Monarch, under | Tribute to 
Priam; and ſuch was the known Hiſtory of him, 
- which. the Poet, according to Cuſtom, here; ro- 
| lates; and he might further - perhaps intend. a 


Compliment to the Athenion States, who were 
no Friends to regal Authority. Be that as. it will; 
It is a Play; that has been generally, admired, and 
has engaged ſeveral eminent Hands in tranſlating 
it into Latin. but none more ſucceſifully. than 
Eraſmus. Lodevico Dolce trandlated i it intq Lalla 
Verſe, in the Year 11.556, keeping ſtrily, to the 


different Meaſures of the Original, But I do not 


know, that it has been attempted before in 
_ hog wig pen, which 


Tranſlation; as the Prologue 1 and rie, are 
entirely omitted ; and many other Parts ſo alter d 
and tranſpos d, that it bears very little Reſemblance 


to the Original. Whereas This being delign'd 
en., I have taken no other 


Liberties 


ginal for the Preſs, I diverted myſelf likewiſe. in 
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3 8 . N RA D =— LY 
| Liberties than the flinging in now and then; 1 
hope, a proper Epithet; and in Prol. I. 26. of 
i n Opeth 1 þ lan . to the 
Aar, and Pyrrbus, for two to Polymneftor, which 
do not clog the Sentence ſo much, 1 think, as 
the other wou'd;- had they been tranſlatecl- 


I have only to add, that in prepating; che O- 


/ tranſlating the Mlceftis, Phamiſſe, and Oreſtes of 
the fame Author, which ſhall follow, if the Re- 
 ception of this ſhews a aa OY 


"thought Uſd and Entertain. - 
J hilt to we Gedden Minrron, ot ndbly and 
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— The Aba; 
. the bloody-minded Son of Achilles, 
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14 In a a a Obere Code, 
1 Pohdore am come; the much-loy'd 0a 
Of Hacubu and Priam: Who, in dread 
Of Danger, threaten d by the hoſtile Greeks, 
Sent me from Troy, to-Thracian * Cherroneſe d 


(Where Polymneſter,; Priam's Gueſt, receives 
The Tribute of the fertile Plains, and rules "MW 


L 


The warlike Nations with deſpotic Sway); 
And to ferure from pinching Penury 


Grateful Antiquit generally deified the Perſons of thoſe who Lad | 
been the Inventors of any uſeful Art. Hence, as Pluto was the firſt 
who inſtructed Greece in performing*the Obſequies of the Dead, he 
was conſtituted ſupreme Monarch of the Shades below. | 

® Cherfoneſus, or Cherroneſus, i. e. a Peninſula, or Country almoſt 
ſurroynded by the Sea. There are five of more ſpecial note; which 
ſee, under this Name, in the Dictionaries. This was likewiſe called 


I” Helleſpontiaca, and Pallene. 5 2 2 
* The 
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"The Sons, 0 reine the Face of — 112 
The good old King ſent with me Store of Gold : — 


With me, the youngeſt of the royal Race, 


Unfit for Arms, and the rough Task of * f '$ | 


And while Troy ſtood, and gloried in her Strength, 
Supported by her Siege-proof Battlements, 

And He&#or's mighty Arm; I, as a Plant, 

Was nurs'd and cheriſn'd in the 7hracian Court, 
With all the Dues of kind paternal Care. 

But ſoon as Troy, and Hector, Troy's Defence, 
Together fell; and levell'd with the Ground 

The royal Palace lay; my Father too, 

By Fyrrbus ſlain, ev*n at the Altar ſlain * ; 


Cruel, inhoſpitable Polymneſtor 


Slew wretched me . Such his dire Thirſt of Gold. 


And having flain me, caſt me in the Deep: 
To be the Sport of Winds and Waves 5.----And now, 


- While on the ſandy Shore my Body lies 
Unmourn'd, unburied, hath my reſtleſs Soul, 
Theſe three Days, hover'd o'er my Mother's Head; 
Ere ſince ſhe hither came from ruin'd Trey. 

For here the Grecian Fleet at Anchor rides, 


Wiſhing for Home, with idle Oars, detain'd 


Authors, as uſl Ws; Ger! in this Point; for Pauſenias reports ha 
| — Authority of the Poet Le/ches, (who wrote The Fall of Troy,) chat 

was not ſlain before any Altar, but that Pyrrhus by chance en- 
— — him at the Gate of his Palace there flew him. 

+ Hyginus relates this Story otherwiſe, wiz. That Polydore was ſent , 
an Infant into Thrace, where /one, his Siſter, Wife to Polymneftor, put 
him in the place of __— Polymne or's Son by another Wile; 
whereupon Polymneſlor not nowing this Artifice, flew his Son Deiphilus, 
inſtead of Polydore. 

. 5 'Owid, 1, 13. follows Euripides; but Virgil l. ſup ſes Polydore 
| pierced through with — and buried upon Ger oF 
| By 


* 
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By Pu bin; . oer ee. 
Demanding my fair Siſter Polyxene, 
An honorary Victim to his Shade. : 
Nor prays "Achilles this in vain,----The Greaks + 
All; join in friendly Cohſort to-reward 


- 
. , * 
P 


His Merit, with this horrid Sacrifice. "PHY 7 502 
This Day ſhe dies. Tis fo ordain'd ke OE Pon 


This Day, when wretched Hecuba ſhall view 
With tearful Eye, her Children's Clay-cold Carps, 
Polyxena's and mine.----Ah! rueful Sight!---- 

For ſoon ſhall her diſtreſs'd Attendant find 


My Sea-beat Body, ſtretch'd upon the Shore. 
That to my Parent I may be reſtor'd, 


And reſt in Peace, with decent Rites entomb'd 7, 


This I have pray'd :. And the infernal Pow'rs 


Have granted my Requeſt. ----I ask no more. 

But I'Il retire. For lol my Mother comes 
From Aamemnon s Tent, diſturb'd. by Dreams, 
Thar nightly'4 to her Mind pete me. 


6 We may aba here, that he Antients 3 for Death 
three ſeveral © The Stoics: ſuppoſed it to happen by Fate; the 
Epicureans, by bance 3 ; and the P/ hs oreans, by Nature, or according 
to the Time of one's Nativity.———They likewiſe made a Diſtinction 
between a natural and violent Death, and buried the Deceas'd ac- 
cordingly. 

7 The Antients were ſolicitous for nothing ſo much as for Inter- 
ment after Death: Hence the many paſhonate Requeſts, which we 
read, eſpecially in the Poets, of Men, when dying, and their Ghoſts, 
when dead, that they may obtain this the laſt and greateſt of all Fa- 
vours. And no wonder they ſhould think it ſo, when we find it was 
their Opinion, that there was no Admittance into the Ely/an Fields, 
or Regions of the Bleſſed, till their Bodies were buried; or at leaſt, 
that without this, their Spirits wander'd about, forlorn and miſerable, 
an hundred Years, before they were received into the common +5N i 
tacle of the Dead: Nay, that even their ſurviving Families were, in 
the mean while, * and accurſed. 
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1 will not ſtay ta terrify 


But now a Slave, loaded with Mikey! 1 
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ACTI. SCENE I. 
: Hr n and ber Attendants, drng par of the 


_Cnorvs. ” 


HECU-BA. 
* AD me, my Daughters, lead me on, 
A poor old Woman, once a Queen, 
But now your 'Fellow-Servant *.---- 
Q, hold me, by my aged Hand, 
Bear me, raiſe me, carry me along; 
While, leaning on this crooked 9 Staff, 
I tread the Ground with flow unequal Steps. 
O beamy Day !---- O darkſom +I 
Why, why am I thus nightly rack d. 
In dire Suſpenſe, with hideous Dreams, 
And ghaſtly Apparitions — 
O facred Earth from whom the Brood 
Of black- wing d Dreams ariſeth , grant 


+ Ta 
This Chan of Fortune, from extreme Wealth to extreme Indi- 
gence, is l * by Ariſtotle and Cicero, as the firſt Topic in 

railing Pity. In ch, how grenty our Aur exced, we neo, f 

think, no other Inſtance than the Play before. us. 

9 This Epithet crooked, is not altogether ſuperfluous, as it in ſome 
meaſure betokeneth the low Condition of Hecuba. For crooked Sticks 


were uſed only by Boors, and ghe meaner ſort of People. 
1 This perhaps may allude to the 3 their Dreams 


to the Sun, Een g they were the 
1 The Barth (is (ſays the . Jette v lere led the Mother of Dreams, 
becauſe from its Interpoſition between us and the Sun, comes Night, 


in which time we dream. — 4 becauſe the Earth 8 | 


Was my foreboding Mind diſturb'd 


—_— yy VRP TT rere 


6 
The Horrors of laſt Night may ptolre 
Abortive **; for I ſaw ſtrange Things ny RE. EE 


Concerning my Polyxena,” * 
And Polydore, my Son in Thrace. 


Tes, it was dreadful, "whit 1 faw, 6 a 


And felt, felt in my inmoſt Soul. 5 
O all ye guardian Pow ers on Earth, 9 3 
Save, ſave my Son, (the only Hope, 
And Anchor of our royal Houſe,) 
Who dwells in Snowy Thrace, the Care 


Of once his Father's Friend and Gueſt. 7.5 | 


Some dire Event hangs o'er our Heads; 


Some woful Song we have to ſing, 
In Miſery extreme.----For ne'er _ 


Before, with ſuch inceſſant Pangs; 
I tremble at Apprehenſion.— 
Oh! where ſhall I Caſſandra i find > 


Where Helenus * My Doubts to ſolve, 


Food, and Food cauſeth Sleep, and from Sleep come Dreams. Or, 
it may be, becauſe Dreams were generally aſcribed to Ghoſts or Spirits, 
whoſe Place of Reſidence was ſuppoſed beneath, or in the Centre of 
the Earth : From whence the Fiction, in both Greek and Latin Poets, 
of the two Gates, the one of Horn, the other of Ivory, through which 
Dreams paſs in their way to Mortals. 
- Iz The Antients fancied they could elude the Conſequences of any 
Hl Omen or Dream, if either by Word or Deed they could ſhew they 
rejected it with Abomination. 

13 Caffſanara, the Dau pw of Hecuba, and Agamemnon' s Prize by 
Lot, after the taking of ; 

vw Helenus was li — 4 son of King Priam's, and very eminent 
for his Skill in predicting future Events. The Original has it, the 
divine Soul of —— by a Periphraſis in frequent uſe among the 
Poets; which the Scholiaſt pot obſervin cles that Helenus was dead 


at this time, and that Hecuba really c ed upon his Soul. Whereas 


Helenus lived ſome time after the Fall of Troy, and marrying Andro- 
mache, He&eor's Widow, ! in Greece. 


Inter- 
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l 2 
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* rn 
I ſaw, methought, a ſpotted Deer, „ 
Torn forcibly from theſe my Arms, ; 


And mangled by the bloody Jaws 


Of a rapacious Wolf.----But what 

Strikes deeper Terror to my Soul; 

The Son of Peleus, o'er his Tomb, 

In ſhadowy Form, hath late appear'd, - 

Demanding as his laſt Reward, | 
' Some Female Captive. ----O ye Gods, « 
From me, and from my Child, avert | 

The fatal Conſequence of this Requeſt,---- 


Ss CE NE *I 
Enter other Part of the C Hokus. 


SEMI-CHORUS. 

O Hecuba, to thee I fly 
Leaving my Maſter's lordly Tent ; 
Where, driven from my native Home, 
By the victorious Arms of Greece, 
»Tis now my Lot to live a Slave. 
IJ come, alas! yet not to caſe 
The heavy Burden of thy Cares; 
But ſtill with doleful News to ſwell 
The ceaſeleſs Sorrows of thy Soul.--— 

They ſay, that by the cruel Greeks, 
In full Convention, *tis agreed 
To facrifice Polyxena . 
3 The Antients frequently offer'd human Sacrifices to the infernal 

Gods, and to the Manes of their Heroes. And no wonder . Achilles 


ſhould be ſuppoſed here to make this Requeſt, who, when alive, had 


| - butcher'd twelve Captives at the Funeral of Patroclus. 
B 4 | Such 
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. * V ho,/ vhen he o'er F N Tomb 


but other Writers of the Trejan Story mention their actually —— 8 


"Ge * 


ebe, 2 N f 
Harneſed in golden Punbply : in b 
And with Authority detain ttt. 1 0 * by 0 n Erg. 


The Sea+plough Veſſels of the Greats, 
(Their Sails wide ſpread for their HEY 


Utter theſe Words $a.. xp a 


. Oh! Khither, ye Ungrurfül Greeks, . 
Fly ye ſo faſt this Q hracian Shore, as 
Nor pay due Honours to my Tomb 16 | 

-Stormy Contention hence aroſe kc 
Among the warlike Sons of Greece, 


Divided in their Sentiments ;. 


What Victim thgy ſhould facrifice, + 


Or whether ſacrifice at all.---- = 


Great Amamemnon honouring 

Caſſandra, the fair Propheteſs, 

His Paramour, ſeem'd well-inclin'd 

To favour thee, and ſpare the royal Race. 
The Sons of Theſeus, Athens Pride , 

Spake both, and both agreed, to crown 
Achille? Tomb with human Blood. 

Nor · fear d theſe Heroes to declare, 


16 J ſuppoſe here, wih the Scholiaſt, that the Greeks during their 


Stay in = , had built a Cenotaph to the Honour of Achilles, 


— his Ghoſt now appeared. Which ſeems more likely chan that 
they ſhould return to Trey, where Achilles was buried, and there offer 
re Sacrifice. And ſo the French Critic,----La comme ils rendoient de 
nouveaux' Honneurs funebre d Achille, dont le Corps etoit inhumt- dans les 
champs P ens, ! Ombre de ce Heres s apparnt à eux ſur le Tombeau 
vnide qu on lui avoit dreſ5t, &c. 

- #7 Acamas and Demophoon : We find not theſe Brethren in Homer ; 


againſt Trey at this Siege, and deliverin go wo NR 
* Atbra. * : 


Caſſandra's 
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cr ſelf high ated» * * 
Preferr'd to the Ain Spcar. - 
The Reſt in equal Parties gare wy 
Their ſeveral Verdicts: MH rege 
The ſubtle, ect dont Onser . l ee, 


Who, bowing pe low, 7 ir e ; 
Thus artful ſald, " ä | SAS? 

* A. Captive's weetched Liſe, deny mor +5 noi 1 | 

« Due Honours to the braveſt Greek? n 
Shall it be ſaid, among the Shades NU 


In Pluto's Realms, The Greeks E Tr Fro, 
«© Unmindful of their 3 
« Who bravely fell in War? MET e 
His Words prevaibd. Soon, ſoon he comes * 
To tear thy Daughter Pohrene 
From your weak aged Arms. 
But to the ſacred Temples fly; 
Fly to the Altars 5. Fall down low, 
In ſuppliant Poſture, at the Feet 
Of Agamemnon y— And invoke © : 
The Gods in Heav*n' above, ad Gods 
Beneath the Earth—— - 
If Pray'rs cannot avail to fave 
Your Daughter, ſoon muſt you behold 
Her, ſtretch'd a Victim on the Tomb; 
While guſhing from her beauteous Neck, 
The warm Life· blood runs purple Streams adown.— , 


18 The Nature and Privileges of theſe 4j/a, or Sanctuaries, whe- , 
ther Temples, Statues, Altars, &c. are fully treated of in the Anti- 
uities of Greece. But a very learned Author certainly quoted this 
aſſage memoriter, or he had never ſaid that it was Polyxene herſelf, 
* who, being to be ſacrificed, was thus adviſed by ſome one. Neither 
is the original Greek aright quoted. 
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Ah! wretched me ! with what Lament, 


What bitter Cries ſhall I expreſs 
Theſe my accumulated Woes ? 
Burden'd with Age, and Slavery, = 
Intolerable Slavery! 

Alas! alas! where can I hope 
Protection? From what Race of Men, 
Or from what City?  _ 
Priam is dead: My . | 
And Troy-Town is no more. + 
Or this, or that way ſhall I go? 
Ah! whither ſhall I fly ? | 
To what great God, or Demi-god, 
Shall I apply for Aid ? — + - 


ae 


Ye Trojan Captives, Tidings ill! 
Undone ! undone ! no more my Life 
Shall ſhine in courtly Splendor.—— 
Come, wretched Foot, bear me along, 
A poor old Woman, to yon T ent. 
O Polyxene, thou wretched Child. 
Of a moſt wretched Mother ;—Hear, - 


Hear, and come forth, that ye may know 


The dreadful Rumour that is ſpread | 
Concerning thy dear Life. 


SCENE" 
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S C WE ID ee 
Enter PoLYXENE. | 


| POLYXENE. Ws N 
+ Say, my dear Mother, whence theſe Cries, | 
That force me, as a frighted Bird, 
To fly my Place of Reſt? 


HECUBA. 
Alas! my Child! - 


: | POLYXENE. 
What means this ominous Proem ? 


* HE CUBA. 
Als Alas — Thy Life! Thy Life! — 
POLYXENE. 
* O keep me not in this Suſpenſe 
Speak, yet I dread to hear, the Cauſe 
Of theſe heart-rending Sighs. 
Neon 
Wretched art thou, more wretched I— 
POLYXENE; 
HECUBAA. 
The Greeks unanimouſly join 
Upon the Tomb of Peleus' Son 
Jo facrifice my Child. 
ä POLYXENE. 
Alas! my Mother! great indeed, 
Immenſly great is our Diſtreſs.— = 
But ſay, —what? —How?—oh! ſpeak.— 
0, HECUBA. 
; Moſt horrible Report !—'Tis ſaid, 


That 


— — —— aww & - Coo HE. NELLA WAL Ad 


5 ann — 


1 ** with united Voice 1 > wihg 


7 2 
* 


P.O LYXENE. . b 


O, = ſevere thy*Sufferings ! 
Was ever Mother yet fo wretched ? - 


Expreſſion cannot paint the Woes, 


With which ſome God afflicts. thee * | 


Thy Daughter is no more. No more 
Shall I Companion of thy. Sorrows 

Bring wretched Comfort.— 

For ſoon ſhalt thou behold thy. Child, © 
Born as I am of royal Race, AFL OE 
Torn from thy Arms, and, butchered the - 


A mountain-skipping Kid, ſent down 


To Pluto, in the Realms beneath 3 
Where with the Dead 

For ever I muſt lie,— for ever * 

Yet *tis for thee, I make Complaint, |; 
And ſhed theſe unavailing Tears. 
As for my Life, Misfortunes, Death; 

I mourn them not. To me is faln 
The better GEO die. 
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C HO KMS 
ND ſee! Ulyſſes comes, with haſty Foot 
> And Meſſage of Importance on his Brow. 1 


Euter Urrezs. 


| -- -- ULYSSES. 19977 
Lady, no doubt, you know the brd Reſolve, woe. + 

And Sentence of the Greeks. —Yet this it is: ll 
The Chiefs in full Aſſembly Monona! 
The Death of Polyxene, a Sacrifice | 
Now to be offer'd on Achilla Tomb. 
The Province of Conductor is aſſign ed A 
To me, ungrateful Task! — And as the Prieſt, | 
Or Prefect, is ordain'd the Hero's Sonn 
Know you then, how to act? That neither Force, 
Nor bootleſs Oppoſition be preſum*d. - -_ | 
Conſider well our Strength, and. what ſevere 
Misfortunes make yon miſerably weak. 
Tis Wiſdom, in Diſtreſs to think aright. 


1 Pjrrhus, called alſo Neoptolemus. ——The Office of Phiefitivod 
— Antients was held in ſuch high Eſteem, that in gyn all 
gs were Prieſts. And in Greece none were admitted to that 

Office, but ſuch as were eminent for their Birth or Qualities. -As' 
ſome therefore obtained this Office by Inheritance, others' by = De- 
ſignation of the Princes, and others by popular Election; Fyrrbus 
rm to have been appointed Prieſt occafronally here by the Grecian 
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. ASH 

Severe indeed Ah! how ſhall I ſupport 

This Struggle, full of Bitterneſs and Woe— 

Oh! had I died, what time I ought to ve died! —- 

But Jupiter preſery*d, and till preſerves me, 

For greater Sorrows than I yet have known. 

But if poor Slaves may ask the happy Free | 
Some Queſtions, not abſurd, - and void of Taunt ; 

Such tis for me to ask, and you to hear. 


A % i 7 % + F * * 
/ „ | 
. C * © % > 4 9 E + 4 T . . „ < 
4k * W 0 * 4 we E 7 
* * . 75 n 1 * 
q . 


3 


_ ULYSSES. bs he 
Ask; I will hear you, grudgeleſs of my Time. 
HECUBA. 


I Lou know, Ulyſſes, when you came to Troy, 
A Spy, diſguis'd, in poor, and ragged Habit; 
While down your Cheeks ſoft-trickled Tears of Death— 
Ns ULYSSES. 1 7 | 
Deep-fix'd is the Impreſſion in my Heart. 
HECUBA. 
, Helen diſcover'd you to me alone. 
ULYSSES. 
True; I remember well my Feopardy. 
HE CUBA. 22S 
Did you not ſtoop for Mercy at my Knee ? 
EEE © 7 » 7 Sv 
I did; and with a Hand benumb'd with Fear. 
;  HECUBA. | 
Yes; and 1fav'd you, ſav'd you for your Home®. 


> The Scholiaft is pleaſed here to think the Conduct of our Poet 
not juſt; it being very improbable, that Hecuba ſhould not betray fo 
dangerous an Enemy, when ſhe knew him. But how ealy is it to 
conceive that the Art of Les ſhould baffle a weak old Woman, and 

make her ſwerve from Duty in this Point ? 
| ULYSSES. 


* 2 YA 
ULYSSES. 1 
HE CUBA | 


What ſaid you then, my humble abject Slave 


ULYSSES. 
Whate'er J cou'd invent to fave my Life. 


HE CUBA. 
Stand you not convict by your own Confeſſion, 


Owning ſuch. mighty Favours to *ve receiv'd, 

And yet repaying Evil ſtill for Good? 

Ingratitude is the very Badge of all 

' Thoſe cringing popular Orators, who ſmile 

And ſmile, yet injure their beſt Friends, 

So they can gain the Multitude's Applauſe. 

I hate all ſuch ; oh! had I never known them !— 

But what Pretext, what Sophiſm is advanc'd | 
To fix the cruel Sentence on my Child? w_— 
What dire Neceſſity can force the Greeks 

Before the Tomb to ſhed this human Blood, 

When far more proper is the Blood of Bulls? 

Or is't revengefully to ſlay the Slayer, | 

That thus Achilles to my Child points Death ? 

Why, what hath fe done? or what cou'd ſhe do? 
Rather let Helen die : *twas ſhe, that brought 


Achilles hither ; ſhe, for whom he fell. 

Or, if ſelected for her Beauty, dies 

Some Female-Captive; Beauty is not ours, 
That Sphere belongs to Helen; Helen ſhines 
Unrivall'd in her Charms by Trejan Dames; 
Nor leſs injurious to the Dead than we.— 
Thus, Sir, I argue on the Rules of Right. — 


15 


I now 
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Not to — gen, ay dee e 
But for my ſake to fave her wret, 


| Death is already glutted with the . . 


7085 *s 
Sciano 


My every Comfort dwells in Her, my Troy 


| My tender Nurſe, my. Staff, and Guide of Ll 
Unjuſt Commands become not Conquerors, 51.5 N 


Nor let che Happy hope the ſame for ever. mum" 


2 28 


How happy was I once, tho Nothing now! e 


20725 * * oy ry 
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One Day bereav'd me of all worldly Blis. 
But, oh! revere, have pity on my Age... 

Go, kind Ulyſſes, to the Grecian Camp; 
There for us plead, and ſhew how mean it is, 5 
From the all- ſacred Sanctuary n 5 
And kill poor helpleſs Women, whom they once 7 
Vouchſaf d to ſpare ev 'n in the Heat of Battle. 
Is not the Lay concerning Blood the ſame * 
Both with the Free - born and the Have —Beſides, 
Such your Authority, if wrong it ſp ke 
(Could this be wrong, ) it ſurely would perſuade. cel , 
For Words, Eu iy gp hos ly ng 5 
And one of ſmall Account, tho? the ſame Words, 
Have not the ſame Effe&t.—Such Power is in Degree. . K 


It was cuſtotalty for Petitioners} if they were doubtful of Succeſs 
to touch only the Knee: of thoſe to whom they addreſſed thetnfelves. 
If they had Hopes, they touch d the Hand; and if confident, the Chin 
or Cheek. Or, as the Commentator on Pindar has it, when they ex- 
peed Conſent, they touched the Head, to have it anmnuere: If they 

Help, they touched the Hand; if Succeſs, the Knee. But 1 
— not find that this Diſtinction was always oblerv'd. 
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Be edvisd, Takes a ©: 
M. While I ſpeak you fait, your Eneniy;—, || 1 55 14. 
Fl ever ſtudy to preſerve tlie Lon 7 | 8 
That: mine: preſerv'd: This let me grateful ſay: ta 3 
Nor yet diſown the Vote in Council giv'n; a o 
That, Troy now taken, to the Chief in Wart... 
** Demanding htr;:ev'n Polyxene muſt fall |. | 
A Vidim Many States in this have err'd 4 © XY 
When with rank Cowards levelling the Brave. 
They pocketted the Claim of patient Merit. | 
Achilles, was an honourable Man, | 
And for his Country honourably fell. 

Is it not baſe,: to uſe a living Friend 
Reſpectfully, and diſregard him dead ? 

Be that as 't will. Shou'd we again be call'd 
To Arms, and mighty Nations riſe againſt us; 
Who wou'd enliſt, fo prodigal of Life? 
Who wou'd not rather ſeek a ſafe Retreat, 

Far from the Field of Battle; ſeeing they, 
Who fall'in War, are robb'd of their Reward ? 
However ſmall my Pittance in this Life, 

It is enqugh ;——but dead, let me enjoy 
The Honours of a monutnental Stone 

In lateſt Ages to preſerve my Name. 

You ſay, you're wretched ; hear me on "yy Point, 
Are Trojans only wretched ? has not Greece 
Old Men, and Women, wretched all as thou ? 2 
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AA lre dere not — who mourn 


|” The beſt.of Husbands, laid in Trojan Ground? | 
Ie:'is the Lot of Life. Hence learn to ſuffer. - 
. KCaull it our Ignorance or what you pleaſe, 


Ijuhat fondly we ordain to crown the Brave: 

>. ... ** While ye Barbarians no Diſtinction make 

* Of Friends, nor honour thoſe who brayely fall. 

Yet ſo Greece flouriſheth, while ruinꝰd Troy 8 
Of m Counſels reaps the wretched Fruit. 
CHORUS. 3971 
How miſerable it is to be a Slave, 

Subject, by Force, all Inſults to endure! | 
2 HE CUBA. [turning to ber Duangbhin. ] 
In vain, my Child, Pre pleaded for thy-Life.. - 1% 
My fruitleſs Words are loſt in Air, unheard. Þ 
N thou Eſſay: Perchance thou canſt do more. 
ry every Note of the Night · warbling Bird. 

To ſooth Ulyſſes with the plaintive Sound. 

In all the moſt expreſſiye Signs of Woe, * 
Fall proſtrate at his Feet, and urge this Pla: 
There are, who call Him Father: Let him think 

On what heir Lot may be, and pity thine. 
| . POLYXENE.. 
I fee, Ulyſſes, your Deſign ; while thus 
Lou in your folded Veſtment wrap your Hand, # 
And turn away your Face from my Approach. 
Fear not. You have already gain'd your Point, 


Rejecting all petitionary Form. 5 


4 This muſt be underſtood of the rig be Hand; for the Petitioners 
never offer d to touch the 4% Hand, he: being chought unlucky. 

According to the Original, You have not regarded my Appeal to 
Jupiter Icefius : Under which Name Jupiter was worſhipped as the 


God of Supplicants ; 'and by — * commanded the Athenians to 
twear in publick Cauſes. 
A 
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And be it ſo: = Lead on, TU follow che, "it: a 2 
A willing Martyr, tho* conftrain'd to die * 


Seem'd I not willing, and ftill fond of Life "= 
I ſhou'd betray a'Weakneſs, which I ſcorn. © 8 2 


For what is Life to me, to me, alas o 23-77 ee 
A Wretch forlorn, tho? Daughter of a King "= 
To whom all Phrygia their Obeiſance paid... " 
Such my firſt Scene of Life, and ſuch the Hopes, » 7. 41 
My royal Education once infpir'd z © 3 
That rival Kings would for my Love contend. 7 
White as a Queen, among the Trojan Dames, 1; A . - - _ 
Fair as the faireſt, in majeſtick State 08 
I lid conſpicuous, nor had more to ac + © 


Of heavenly Gifts, ſave Immortality. 


Behold me now a Slave !— That hateful Name, 

That uncouth Sound, makes me in Love with Da 
Perhaps, I fhould be ſold to ſome ſevere 
Remorſeleſs Task: maſter, who wou'd compel 4 
The Siſter of great Hector, to bake Bread, by EN 
Or ſweep the Houſe, or labour at the Loom, “ | 
Spending my rueful Days in ſervile Toil. 

Or, ſhocking Thought! perhaps ſome rude He-ſlaye 
Wou' d triumph to defile the Bed, which, once 

Was thought a happy Portion for a King. 

No; rather let me change this Light of Life, 

To others free, for the dark Shades below. 


5 The Dominions of Priam were very A containing all that 
Tract of Land called Afa minor, and e Turks put and 
Part of 4fia major. 

1 The Frorch Critick cavils at this Detail: But I on, it gives me 
no Offence, conſidering the charming Simplicity of that Age; and 
that the Poet would not have uſed it more than once, as he has done 
in Andromathe, and elſewhere; if by any means AW nice Audience 


had thought it impertinent. » 4 
C 2 Lead 


* 


For not a Thought, n nor the leaſt Gleam of Hope 
Can promiſe me a happier Day on Earth. 
And, O my deareſt Mother, ſtay me not 
By Word or Deed, but freely give Conſent, 
That I ſhou'd ſuffer, e er I be compell'd 
To act beneath my Dignity of Birth. 
Whoe'er is ſubje& to untried Diſtreſs, - _ 
Bears it indeed, yet grieves beneath the Yoke. 
But happier far it is to die, than live 
5 vile and wretched Life, the greateſt of all ls, 
CHORUS. + | 
* * viſible is true Nobility, 
That always ſpeaks in Character, and ſtill 
Honours 3 its Name by correſpondent Deeds! 
HECUBA. 
Well haſt thou ſpoken, Daughter, tho' thy Words 
Pierce deep with Sorrow. If it be reſolvd, 


Tu to Ulyſſes. 
Ubyſes, thus to gratify the Son * | « 
Of Peleus, and avoid, you ſay, Reproach; 
O ſpare my Child; and to the craving Tomb 
Lead me, and butcher me : t was I who bore 
That Paris, whoſe ſure Dart Achilles ſlew. *%—— 
. 
Lady, his awful Shade requires the Death 
Of Polyxene, not thine. — _- 


8 Paris, the Son of Heeuba and Priam, ble train'd Achilles into 
the Temple under Pretence of treating about his Marriage with Po- 
Iyxena, there flew him, by wounding him in the Heel with an Arrow. 
Homer and Virgil ſu — 5 that Apollo directed the Shaft. And Euri- 
pides in Philoctetes, Q Calaber, and Ovid ſeem to infer that the Arrow 
came from Apollo himſelf. —- Hyginus, that it was done by Apollo in 


the Likeneſs of Paris. 
HECUBA, 


H EC U 34 21 
| HECUBA © * 
And with a double Portion of our Blood, —_—_— 
Glut ye Achilles, and the thirſty Earth. ", 


ULYSSES. 
It is enough, for Polyxene to die, 
We need no more.— And oh ! that I could fave 


Ev'n Polyxene | —— 
HECUBA. | a 
— She muſt, ſhe ſhall be ſav'd; «8 
Or both ſhall fall, for I muſt die with Her. | - 
ULYSSES. 
*Tis not your Will, miſtaken Queen, but ours, 
Muſt be obey'd : for Maſters we know none, 
HECUBA. 
Cloſe-clinging as the Ivy to the Oak, 
Here will I hold her — 
ULYSSES, 
———- Not, if you'll be rul'd 
By wiſer than yourſelf. —— 
HE CUBA. 
— Bins I will hold her. 
ULYSSES. 
In vain, Without her I ſhall n&er return. 
POLYXENE. 
Dear Mother, be advis'd.— And O thou Son ” 
| ¶ Turning to Ulyſſes, 
Of great Laertes, can you not forgive 
A tender Parent's Paſſion for her Child. 
But let us not contend with Conquerors; 
[To her Mather. 
Wou' d you be drag'd diſgracefully along 
| C 3 The 
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EE CU BM. 
The rugged Ground, and wound thoſe aged Limbs, 
Torn forcibly by youthful Strength ?—— Oh no: 
Unſeemly Uſage ! Patience cannot bear it.— | 
Join your dear Hands with mine, your Cheek with mine; 
And take my laſt Farewel: For I no more (Embracing. 
Shall view the chearful Radiance of the Sun. 
Down, down I go to the infernal Shades. 


 HECU BA. | 
But I, my Daughter, ftill muſt live a Slave. 
W POLYXENE. 
Depriv'd the promis'd Hymenẽal Joys. 
| HE CUBA. 
Wretched art thou, more wretched Woman I! 
Severer ſtill, without thee to lie there 
HE CUBA. 
What ſhall I do ? how ſhall I end this Life ? 
POLYXENE. 
And free-born as I am, to die a Slave 
HE CUBA. 
And I, bereft of all my numerous Sons ?. 
POELTXENSE; .. 
What ſhall I ſay to Hector, or my Father? 
HECUBA. | 
That Hecuba of Women is moſt wretched. 
| POLYXENE. 


O ye dear Breafts, that ſweetly nouriſh'd me 
© Children. bat accoating n e 


9 The Origi ;nal has it 


Account Pri had by Fhctha, 10 Sons, wiz. He 55. Paris, Dei. 


Fhobus, Helenus, — Poles, Antiphus, Hippanous, Polydorus, 
Teal; and 5 Davghters, Lone (the firſt-born) Creu/a, Laodice, Caf- 
- _— 1 by other Wives 37 Sons, and 4 Daughters. 


HE CUBA. 
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8 HECUBA: 2 
HE CUBA. 74 
O Daughter, doom'd to an untimely Fate 3 
oer Lb 
Farewel, Caſſandra ! Farewel, deareſt Mother ! 
| HH CUBA. 
Tis not for me, Child, ever to fare well. 
POLYXENE. 
And farewel to my Brother Polydore ! 
2 HECUBA. 
Ay; if he lives; but ſuch a Tide of Woe 
Flows in upon me, that even this I doubt. 
POLYXENE. © 
He ſurely lives, to cloſe thine Eyes in Death '* 
HECUBA. 
Alas! my Child, fo great are my Misfortunes, 
Iam already dead, before my Death, 
Fm POLYXENE.” 
Take me away, Ulyſſes ; veil my Head. 
I cannot bear theſe piteous Sighs and Tears, 
From a fond Parent; they will rend my Heart, 
Before I fall a Sacrifice :—And mine 
But ſerve t enhance her Soul- affſicting Grief, —— 
O Sun! For yet I may invoke thy Name; 
Tho? I no longer ſhall behold thy Rays, 
Than while from hence I reach the fatal Tomb. — 


15 This Cuſtom has been univerſally obſerv'd in all Ages. But 
among the Antients it was peculiarly the Office of the neareſt Rela- 
tions to the deceaſed. aa 
1 To veil or cover the Head in great Sorrow and Affliction was 
Cuſtomary not only among Women, but alſo among Men, as we read 
in Hiſtory. both ſacred and prophane. It ſeems likewiſe. here prepa- 


ratory to the Sacrifice. * $I Ns 
C 4  HECUBA. 


- __ | G 
* F 

* N 
23 4» = 


W 
5 by . * * 8 8 25 * * 
rt "4" "- oo 5 


HECUBA4 _ _ 
' -- [Uhſſes leading away -Polyxene.] 
Alas! — my Daughter! oh! I faint, I — 
My Nerve · forſaken Joints all fail me. Give, 
| Give me thy Hand.— Oh!] do not leave thy Mother 


Childleſs ——- .. -[Exeunt Ulyſſes and Polyxene. 


Z Undone, my Friends, we are undone ! 
Oh! cou'd I ſee the Spartan Helen thus, R 
Thus wretched, and forlorn, altho' ſhe prides 
Herſelf in her Twin- Brothers, Sons of Jove !“ 
Tis ſhe that with her faſcinating Eyes 
n ruin d and deſtroy d the once moſt happy Ti * | 
CHORUS.” 1 

O Cher ye brick Winds, that waft 
The ploughing Veſſels o'er the Deep, 
Whither will ye carry me, 
Doom'd to be an Houſhold-Slave ? ? 
Or to the Doric Shore? 
Or the Tbeſſalian; where they ſay, 
Apidanus, the King of Rivers, 
Fattens the Fields h 
With his wide-flowing Tides ? . * 

| | Il, 

Or will ye help the bending Oar, Mo 
To convey me wretched Slave, 
To that famous Iſland ; where 

TEx > | 


12 Caftor and 8 the Sons of Jupiter by Leda Mother of Helen 

13 Heeuba fallin the Ground, and lying there overwhelm'd 

with Sorrow, the —— upon their own — Condition, not 

knowing to what Land they might be carried, or in what Offices em- 
ployed, as Slaves. 

And 
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| 2 Labour; Th wig a 3 
Delian Maids | _ 
| Diane Tier aad Bow2'T - Arad a 


| I. 
Or at Athens ſhall I weave, 


In the Saffron-colour'd Robe 
Flower'd with rich Embroidery, 
The Horſes, and the golden Car 
Of Pallas the ProreQtreſs? 


Or the bold Titanian Race*s, 


Whom Jupiter, Son of Saturn, 
With e Lightning ſlew ?—— 
IV. 
Ah! Alas! for me, and mine! 
Children, Parents, Country, which 
Now in ſmoky Ruin lies, 
The Spoil of the wide-conquering Greets 


And I, a foreign Captive, 


Leaving my native 4 
Proud Europe's Slave *5, muſt with my Bed 
Purchaſe Eſcape from Death. 


14+ When flying from the Wrath of Juno ſhe came to Delos: And 
here leaning againſt, and ſhaded by the Paln- Tree, ſhe brought forth 
Apollo and Diana. Hence it was cuſtomary for Women in Labour to 
hold Palm-Branches i in their Hands, as Tokens likewiſe of Joy and 


Conqueſt. 


The Poet never omits anOpportunity of extolling his ownCountry. 
He here alludes to a Ceremony, uſed in the Celebration of the gu 
133 When the Pale, or Robe (woven by a ſelect ſet of 

, and in which were deſcribed the Achievements of Minerva, 
chal thoſe againſt the Giants) was carried in Proceſſion, and 

n the Statue of Minerva the Protectreſs of wor 

Ps he famous Trojan War was looked upon as the deciſive Struggle 
dern the Powers of Be and Hf. ACT 


0 
SALTHYBIUS, CHORUS, HECUBA. 


TALTHYBIUS. 

E Trojan Damſels, ſay, where ſhall I find 
The wretched Hecuba, late Queen of Troy ? 
CHORUS. 20 

See there, Talthybius, where on the cold Graund: 
She proſtrate lies, enwrapt in mourning Weeds. 7 
. TALTHYBIUS. [looking on Heeuba?] 

What ſhall I ſay? ye Gods, do ye behold 


Human Affairs with providential Care? — 
Dr is it all Opinion, and Surmiſe ... 
While fickle Fortune governs all IC OO LEW 


Is this rich Phrygia's Queen? Is this the Wife 
. Of Priam the renown'd ? Whoſe City lies * 
In Ruins, totally erasd; and here 974 
His wretched Queen, a poor, old, childleſs Slave, 
. Covering her lamentable Head with Duſt ? — 
Alas! I too am old, yet, fond of Life 
As old Men are, I freely wiſh to die, 
Before I fall into ſuch dire Diſtreſs, 8 
Riſe, thou unhappy Woman; from the Ground 
Lift up thy hoary Head, and painful Side. 2 


We may happily look upon theſe Semtimonts now as abſurd ; 
impious ; but they were 3 gh. when the Notion of Fata 
was . time 
ence 


they gave 
A HE CUBA 
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HE (CUB 4 27 
HECUBA. | 
| nn 
Whoeꝰ er thou art, why doft thou wake my Woes ?— , 
1 TALTHYBIUS. - 
l am Talthybins, Servant of the Greeks. — 
Great Agamemnon ſends for thee, O Queen. 
HE CUBA. [Rifing.] 
O thou dear Man, what? Have the Greeks decreed 
To ſacrifice me too? moſt joyful News! 
Come, let us haſte, let us fly, thou good old Man. 
 TALTHYBIUS. | 
My Errand, Lady, is no more than this.— 
The two Atrides, and the Grecian Chiefs, 
Have ſent for you to bury Polyxene. 
h  HECUBL. 


Alas ! what ſay you? Talk'ſt thou not of Death, 
' Þ Defign'd for me? All elſe thou ſay'ſt is ill. 
And haſt thou ſuffer d, O my Child, thus torn 
From thy dear Mother's Arms, whom thou haft left 
Now childlefs, and forlorn, a Wretch indeed !--.. _ 
But did ye ſlay your Victim decently? + 
Or torture her with hoſtile Cruelty? _ | 
Say, tho? thou ſpeakeſt moſt ungrateful Things — 
TALTHYBIUS. 
Again you bid the mournful Tear to flow 
In pity of the beauteous Sacrifice: 


* The Frach Critic ſeems to doubt the Propriety of this Requeſt, 
25 the Recital muſt needs be fhocking to a Parent's Ear. But it was 
natural endugh for Hecuba to enquire after the Treatment her Daughter 
had met with from the Greeks, as ſhe ſtill thought they had ſacrificed 
her more out of Policy and Le than 1 of Achilles: — 
the Poet has managed the Deſcription (in whi generally exce 
with ſuch a y Hand, that it rather —— is er 

For 


ND we 


8 C * B A. 


For fore I wept to ſee the tragic Scene | 
Nor can relate it, but with ſtreaming Eyes.---- |. _ 

Around the deftin'd Victim ſtood the Greeks 

In full Aſſembly.—-When Achilles Son, 

Taking your Daughter by the lilly Hand, 

Placed her on high upon his Father's Tomb. 

Near them ſtood I, 15 ſeveral choſen. Youth, . 

To check the Strugglings of the dying Fair. 

Then holding in his Hand the golden Cup, 

He made Libation to his Father's Shade : | 

And bade me order, through the Grecian Bands, 

An univerſal Silence.----I obey'd, | 

And cried, —Ye Greeks be ſilent, ſilent all- — 

Mute ſtood the wondring Throng.---And thus he ſpake.— — 

O Son of Peleus, my dread Sire, accept 

4 Propitious theſe Libations, which are wont 

To draw the liſtning Dead from their Abode.---- 

Come forth; and drink the pure and purple Blood 

44 Of this fair Maid, here offer d in the Name 

Of all the Hoſt, your Favour to regain.---- 

< Releaſe our Ships.----Let us again ſet Sail, 

&« And with a ſafe, and happy Voyage from Troy, 

4 Behold our native Home with feaſted Eyes. : 

Thus he.----And all the Army pray'd the ſame.---- . 

Unſheathing then the golden-hilted Sword, 


3 The uſual Libation to. the Dead conſiſted chiefly of Honey, Mili, 
and Vine; but eſpecially of Honey, that being accounted a Symbol, or 


Emblem of Death, And the manner of their ufing theſe Liquors, was 


to go round the Sepulchre, and or out ſome as they _ along; 
and then to do the ſame upon the Grave; adding ſome certain 8 

and making Prayer to the 1 and the Ghaſt of the deceaſed, to 
be propitious to them. Hence theſe Libations were called propitiatory, 
obleZatory, delinitive, &c. 


He 


| — * 
N | 
* 


He nodded to the Grecian Youth ſel ec. 


To hold the Victim for the lifted Stroke: 


Which ſhe perceiving, thus reſentful ſaid. m— -... 
« Ye Greeks, whoſe Armies have laid waſte our T; roy, © 
Kno, that I willing die. Let therefore no one 

« Touch me with forceful Hands. wou'd die free; 
« And being born a Queen, ev'n in the Shades 

* Should be aſham'd to hear, She died a Slave. 
The People murmur'd their Applauſe. The 

Order'd the Chieftains to forego their Hold, 
Who, when they heard the high and mighty Voice 

Of him, in whom was lodg'd the Pow'r Supreme, 
Releas'd their Charge.----When, finding ſhe was free, 
She on her Veſtment laid her eager Hands, 

And rent it to the Waſte; and thus expos'd 

Her ſnowy Breaſts, more beauteous to behold, 

Than Art can imitate in ſculptur'd Stone. 

Then kneeling on the Ground, ſhe utter'd theſe 

Her laſt, moſt pity- pleading Words. Young Prince, 


« If this my Boſom you intend to ſtrike, 


« Behold, I am prepar'd, now ſtrike ;----Or, if 

« My Neck; Thus, thus, I bend it to your Sword 
He, willing, and unwilling, not unmov'd . 
With ſoft Compaſſion for the innocent Maid, 

Cut with the ſharp-edg'd Sword the jugular Vein. — 
Faſt flow'd the purple Streams; and down ſhe fell: 
But in the very Agonies of Death, 

Was careful to preſerve a decent Fall. 

When now the Spirit from the Body fled ; 

A different Task employ'd a different Greek. 

With Leaves and Flow'rs ſome the Body ſtrew'd + 


4 It was cuſtomary among the Greeks to crown the Corps, as well as 
he Tomb of the deceaſed, with Herbs and Flowers; particularly with 


ſuch 


ps . . : a * n 9 S | Eat 
EEC UBA 
30 | | 


Others cut down the lofty Pines to raife 

A ſpacious Pile. And whoſo idle ſtood 

Was ſure to hear this or like Reprimand. | 
Thou baſe, ungenerous Man, why ſtand you here, 
« Without a Robe, or other Ornament, * 


* For the deceag'd ?— What? vin you nothing give 
To one, who died with ſuch a noble Grace, - 
Such an exalted. Spirit? Thus they ſpake 
In praiſe of Polyxene.—Molt happy thou 
In ſuch an Offspring ;—yet alas! how wretched! | 
11-46: CHD RTE. 
Heavy Calamity hath faln on Troy, 

And all the Houſe of Priam.—But the Gods 

And all-controlling Fate have ſo ordain'd. 
3 2G HE C UA | 

Hemm'd in with ſuch Variety of Ill, | 
I know not where to look; or which to mourn ; 
If this; another, and another calls, 
And ſtill fucceflively diftrafts my Ind. 
Fain would I mourn, my Child, thy cruel Fate; 
But this Relation bids 'me not indulge 
Immoderate Grief ; ſo-nobly didft thou fall. — 

It is no wonder that unfertile Ground, * 
* In ſome kind Seaſon, ſhow'd produce good Fruit; 
. Or that good Ground, when deftitute of Rain, 


ſuch Flowers, as were of a purple or white Colour. The Reaſon of 
it was to expreſs the quiet Condition of the Dead, and their Freedom 
from Care and Trouble. Or rather, as the Scholiaſt directs, to ho- 
nour the Dead, as. they were uſed — who in any of 
the Games came off Conquerors: Polyxena hk merited the like 
Honours here, for ſuch her Greatneſs of of Soul, — noble Behaviour 


i dt her Death This Cuſtom of ſtrewing Flowers, &c. was likewiſe 
* uſed by the — as we learn from Varro, L. L. I. 6. Ad Sepulchrum 


* Frandes, &c 
Or 
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6 Or proper Seaſons eu produce bad-Eruie« 
But Man, by Nature vitiouſly inclin'd, 
Still remains vitious; and the good, till I 
* Triumphant o er the Trials of Adverſity.— 
Jo Education owe we this, or Birth? - 
Right Education gives the docil Mind. 
« A ſenſe of Good, and Ill 3 and plainly points 
A Rule, which whoſo follows cannot err 
* Theſe Things my dune Min aan ut i vai. - 
But Go, Taithybius, and deſire the Greeks 
To drive away the buſy Populacez _ 
Thar none may lay rude Hands on the Dread. 
For in a nym'rom Army will be : 
Some vile ungovernable Miſcreants: 
ö 
Licentiouſneſs, that knows no Law, among 
Sea-faring Men; when, he-who follows not, 
Is reckon'd bad, 1 — 
Is xrit Talthybius. 
or A Gerad, cis The 


And fill it with Sea-water, that my Child, 


A Bride unmarried, and a Virgin Wiſe 6 196,77 
May with this laſt and cuſtomary Bath 

Be waſhed ; and other worthy Rites perform'd. 

But whence? or how? It cannot be.—Yet ſuch 

As we now can, we will. — And what is that? | 
Iwill collect whatever Ornament: | My 


; The French Critic thinks ſo too. But the Greeks in all their Writ 
ings abound in moral Sentences. 


This alludes to her having been betroth'd to Achilles, and now, > 


as it were married to him, in this her Death. 


7 After the dead Body was waſhed, -and generally anointed — 


Oil. it was — remades +. y wore, and after that 
in 
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By . e 
OY Ofthi Ee — A Bow 30 amore” 11 1 518 
Than an idẽal Name! O royal Houſe, 11436 54 of 5 


Once noble! Aud thou Priam, mighty: Kings lay 9 


Moſt happy in tiiy numerous Sons nor le 0 -- N 
Was Ja happy Mother but alas!!! ww, lit A? 
| How are we faln · to nothing how depr 0k Sen . 
Of all our former Pomp! Yet Matt's fen vial 
Some in the Statelineſs of Palaces 9751 62 
And athers in an honourable Name. "ms 

And what are theſe, but ſpecious Trifles all? 3 ni 01 
- © Vain are our Cares, and all our Boaſtings wan, 26907 


None, none are happy, but ſuch Prodigies 


Of Wt as, through en have known no 1 
[Exit Heouba, 
CnORUS> | 


; Jfrechodnels ug ger my Head," 
——— to Seco, 
When Alexander firſt cut down | 
Th' 14an Fir-groves; & 25h 2427 
And ſet fail advent'rous, 30 50 
Through the high-Gwelling Ses. 


in a ſplendid Winding-Sheet ; ; which they were ſo. folicitous for, a 
they generally prepared it for themſelves and Friends, dung 
p. e Colour of it among the Grecians was white, and among 
the — black. 
8 5 e. * — afterwards called the royal ar; whoſe Story, 
25 * or /nuy between the three Goddeſſes on Mount 14a, 
Sed his 1 Ra elen, is too well known, to need a Recital here. 
And — the Beauty of Helen, ſo much admired, even by her 
Enemies, ſee Pope's Hom. I. I. 3. v. 138. T 
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"For War JET WY © = Nor ads bb Eu 20 
ae e dre Fame of Tr: WES" —_— 
But Rear Eurotay * gl Joe | ; 70 gl. 1 . 5 8 


Bedew'd with flowing Tears, —_— 


Fi And Grecian Matrons having loſt . 
Their Sons in Battle, beat : 2 
. rr ad yith the Bd 99 
Soft trickling from their Checks ä 
9 A "AER River of Laconia, running by Sparta; much celebrated : 
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* 


ACT W. SCENE. 1. 


— 1 * 


De and Servants bringing in in the" Body 
PoLYDORE veil d. 


SER VANT. | 
E Trojan-Women, ſay, where ſhall I find 
All- wretched Hecuba? Sure never Man, 
Or Woman, taſted ſuch a bitter Cup, - 
Or will * with ber the Crown of Woe. 


CHORUS. 


Whence all this Clamour * Will thy reſtleſs Tongue 


019935”; 


CHOY. 


From ſuch ill-ominous Proems never ceaſe ? © 
r 
Alas! I bring her this additional Grief. 
Nor is it eaſy in ſuch ſore Diftrefs,, © 


Or we ta, or to ak no Work 


CHORUS. 
Lo! from her Tent ſhe opportunely comes. 


8 898 N E. II. 
Enter HR CUBA. 


SERVANT. 


O chou moſt miſerable of all thy Sex, 
My royal Miſtreſs, Words cannot deſcribe 
Thy Wretchedneſs.— Thou art undone, and dead, 


* Ts * 4 2 


And 
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Atl werte than dead, without-a Home," vithoʒt "PI 
Or Child, or Husband.- Miſery extreme!” * Fu 107 1 
Feb rann en 


AI ths I know; cor new i ty Reproch— | 
But what? why bring you hither Polyxene ? |; 
Whoſe decent Funeral I am told the Greeks 
Provided for with all induſtrious CarmGeG 
SERVANT. [Afide.] 
; Abit ſhe thinks that this is Poe nE; 
And dreams not of Surpriſe by new Diſtreſs. 
HECUBA. 
Wharf tow? dl chow ring me then the Corp 
| Of my Caſſandre, Heav'n- taught Propheteſs? 
" SERVANT. 
Oh, no; Caſſandra lives.----The truly dead 
You mourn not; but: behold. the naked Face, 


And wonder at the unexpected Sight.—— 
[She unveils the Corps of rener 
ö HE CUBA. F mb 


- What do I ſee, alas! my Pohdore 
My deareſt Son! Ward of the Thracian King? 
| Then au miſerable, and dead indeed.---- ' 
Alas! my Son! my Sen!----Now let me rave 
Mad as a Bacchinalian, having learn'd ANTE 
Freſh Miſery from the afflicting God. 
SERYANT. | 
Didſt thou then know the Death of Polydore ? 
£ HECUR&S : 
No, no; Tis new; incredible and new, 
What I now ſee. Misfortune On 


5 The Paſſion of Hecuba, as the French Critic * is Finely 
drawn i in this Scene ; which, from _ Change of Meaſure, he right * 
a 1 ſuppoſes 


1 e ds Zur 
Nor leaves a Day without. a Tear, | a 283: 5 * OR #2 
* Woe e 
eee 
Tis honibl moſt hortible indeed | L 3607 


muy Oi 


0 . SERVANT:. 


"deed eee Oates brats”. 
HECUBA. * 
Or, by the Ware decem uf or murder d dere? 
SERVANT. - 
| The bllowing Th: had denn him on he Sands 
a ay ne, 2 
Alas! alas! wy. 


Now underſtand T ty. 
I ſaw, concerning thee my Son! | 
Paſs'd o'er my Head, diſcovering | Rr. 
That thou wert then no more. 
SERVANT. 

oO dil in Dreams, „„ 


. HE CUBA. 
Ay, ay ; it was 


* cruel Thracian Hoſt, 


to have been ſung, or at leaſt accompanied with 
ee the and raiſe the Kors; as in many of the Greek Tragedies, 
ere the Scenes, 2-27" 54+ Aa rn 


With 


, 3 Act. 
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| And for hs Train he huh hin thy S ; 

[2:404/0 ants nol WWCISI): © 2 4.1% 
Deteſtable, aborinable Deed! . Agra 

Impious beyptid-the-Reachiof Anden, - 


ee gn 


But ſee—the mighty Apamemnon'comes, 
The ke King!—iny Friends! Silence will derbe us. 


er III. 


Eur A 0 M. UN oY . 
ACAMEMNON. 
Why comeſt thou not to-bury. Polyxene,”,- 
O Hecuba? The Word Taltbybius brought _ 8 
At thy Requeſt, that none preſume to touch & 


Thy Daughter, 1 is obſerv'd; by our Command.---- 


And yet, tis ſtrange, thou comeſt not there thy! 


Our Purpoſe is to call thee. For all Things 
| That you could ask are decently perform d, Vita # jo. 


2 nder at her Delay in buryin mon a ig 
the Sher eren neareſt lem, bo | tt 
| | 3 : 


„ 


x „ — 
Hah ! ary yt. ore 
A l Polydore.” 
| The folding Veſture peaks him not of Gran. + bak 
HE CU B A.\[ Afte, atm down upon Pol dore. 
Unhappy Pohdore, for ſuch I cl 9 4 , 
- Myſelf, ee eee hal I, evorqait 
Poor Hecuba, now de Shall I fall down 2 
At Agamemnon's Knee a Su pplicant ? 60 
> Or mourn in painful Sec de Diltreſs 
. AGCAMEMNON” 
Why doſt thou turn away ty be ade, 
Concealing till the Cauſe F. Say, who is this? 
HE CUBA = = 
Perhaps cqntemnning me, a 5 Slave, 
. 22 
AAM ENV 55 
Woman, I can't divine. Ualeit 1 hear, . 
It is impoſſible to know, thy Though. 
iHECUB 4 [ * | 
But why ſhould 1 judge him unfriendly, who 
Perhaps i is now mine Enemy no more? 
+. A464MEMNON. 
— ſuch hour Reſolution, Works: 3 4 
K CUBL L. 5 
W 7 Get revenge. r 
My Children's Death ? Why then hel Reveries? | 
Neceſſity emboldens us to ſpeak ; '' 
And I will ſpeak, whate er the Conſequence. 
Orman, os tho Kage Loves 42 | 
: victorious and, . 
Ad by thy Beard, — AGAMEMNON. 
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Aa 


eee 


MN ON. 
Name 3 


| {{ then.; be it ae or A: 
Your Freedom, only. ask, 4 and you are free. 

, Alt niet MEG OBA. r 20 Wok . 
Not ; yt ply : Perfidy, 


| K ad 72 5 
* you this "CHEN 75 
| 404. 48 4 0 Vo N. Re 
f 2 * 
_—_— my So tl. 


Unhappy G N e too "by Son? 
| CUBL.. 
Yes, but not_one f ee = $52, 
ACAMEMNON. . _ b 
And had thou ocher Sons then bende thoſe? 
"HECUBA. ...- 
To little purpoſe for example, This. 
AGAMEMNON... 
And where was This, wheh Troy, 3 
%% tt... ... 
His cautious Father ſent him ſafe away. © 
-  AGAMEMNON. _ 
And-whither did he ſend this One alone ? ol 
FECUBE - 
Into this Land, where dead, alas! PT, 
AGAMEMNON. 


What ſay you?—Here?—To 4 — Courp? © 
eons D 4 H E C UB4 
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"LGAMEMNON.” 
Found yay Wh) 7 oy he brought o you? 


«IV ä Aa IIS SDN. 
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wb OS 


= Y N 


8 
ah we Wk 


3 1 ECM 5 Grip 
ey, TBA. 
Yes, to the Nis ang his 
LGAMEMNON. © 


Mp Ihr 


 AECUBA Oy 
Undone indeed ! I cannot ſuffer more. 
ALCAMEMNON. 


„ n OR 


Neeb | 
None, ſurely; Iam Miſery itſel. 
But why thus lowly at your Feet] fall, | 
hear. And if to our! 


> &w > Ho Aer 


— 
— 


r 


n Ker] 4 lt * | 


2 2 wy M -- 
SEED: 5; n = 
tited flew ry Sen { FL. "© nol Ms Xx 
RIF coor oi, we ln I 
. kits fare "oy 
PPT wit weaker ttt, 
As poor and wtetched Eaptives, ben tie Gods 


tt © 14 71 


mt 4 
Now if this ſacred L, of which ke Cds 
Appointed you the Guardian, — broke, - Hark 4 
And violated with 1 ** wo ane — 18 g 


II, ä 3 9 0 


"Eſcape farewel all Equiepn Earth ——— _y_ 
Abhoefent of this impious Decd, reſpeck, * 11 
And pity me, O King. —=As Paincers e # . . 


Aloof, munten 

But now your Slave hc ro ney 

Now Childleſs ;/ old, forlorn, e 

Ah! whither doſt thou turm thy Foot away ? TS 

Mun u m Words, ad, and vain my Tears. 
. 2] 


5e The immutable Fitneſs of the tional Senſe 6f 


ho © Do 


a 


* 4 
* 


Ren e 45. 
6 #6249960: | © 
. Queen of) a2. * Hes 

* Why grudge Expence to gain Perfection here: my Thy 

* Whichall Thinggelſe thattheycou'd wilh,wou'd.gaig?— Tru 
How otherwiſe can we expect Succeſs ? = Ho 
— Of all my Children, nor one Comfort leſt.- of 
Myfelf a mean, and miſerable Slavet > om P[h' 
And lo! in ſmoky Ruins lies m D ee 
How, or from whom chen enn L hope Redreſt -- * 

It is in vain, perhaps, O King; to ſpe Kk 
Of Love's Endearments; yet I beg Vour Leave - 4 
Lies not my beauteous Daughter by your r * 
Phebas, whom Phrygians fair Cuſſandra call? 
. How will you ſhew what pleaſurable Nights orf 
Lou have enjoy *d? Or what Return will you, Ar 937 
For all the foft Careſſes of her Love, - Gy eit 16 go MH 
Now make to ber, and, for her ſake, to me? io 
Such Doings are not wont, O King, tos fal hn, 
Of higheſt Favours with the Sons of Men. — 
R online ebie Cork ant hve, 
* Juſtice to Him, is doing Juſtice, Sir. 
To your own Kinſman +.—But I find, ann Vaio. 
One Tongye is, not enough. Oh! that I had 


is Pie hers extls Fohdes ire Lell his Wite's Brother. 
Daedalus is ſuppos d to have form'd his Images ſo near the Life; 
2 Motion in their Eyes * they 1 you x0 ſee | 
— 
0 


A Tongue in every Limb, my Legs, my Arms A 
And hoary Locks, by ſome Dadalaan Art?, WO 
Or Pow'r miragulous of the Gods above; 18 ha 
That all might ſue unto your. Knee, | n to « 
oy ds the bitter Woes I feel! "Ho 14A — 
T fappole Heeabs 166k'd upon Oaffiharh 28 the Wife oO A 1 
and 
adi 
an. 


on good Lond, gan Clay of te Gras, 
Hear me a poor old Woman, and ſtretch out 


Thy helping Hand, avengful of this-Deed, _ 4 | 
True, I am nothing; but conſider, Prince, | - BE 
How good a thing ix is ta ſerve. the Cauſe 
Of Juſtice, and. at all times to teſign . git. roy hot 
Th! Oppreſſor to his legal Pyniſhmene. | WIN 
S 
« Mortal Adina are ſubjec in firange Tum * 


, ' Relative Duties arc-deronmin'd by 
The fule af Right, rich mak met carl in 
+ Of Enemies, and Enemies of Friends. pf 

-AGAMEMNON, f N 


All the AMidtions 1 and Sen, 70d Tear 
Nor leſs regard thy en Hl: 279% 5 
And for te i of Jullice andthe Gods, _ Yd, 

Wou'd puniſh this Bod Yin —IFG be, by 252 24 


To my oyn People, for Caſſandre's fk, NN 
To meditate Reyenge and Death. —Hete' then 


I pauſe, —for why ? e Ame hems .. 
The Thracian Prince their Friend, . 


And the ſlain Polydore their hateſul Foe. 

« 1 know not whether I have expreſs this doubtful (6 as 
to be rightly underftqod ; but I take it to be this —Hraiba; had ſaid. 
hat fr ws th purvf's food Magee ab Clap and in of Pe 
do Jultice, in puniſhing Deb —_— 
that however Hecuba' mig * ſeem this Ns 
—— yer the ev Rule of Big . 
ſtinction; and e was oblig'd in Juſtice to treat Polymneftor as 
© Enemy... op, as a Friend. FR e n fac Lend ment, 
and more ju than what from the Paraphraf?, and others, I 


admitted into the Text, \a-ix. (That the &finfiom of Friends and Fam, 
ide Le) eminem, ors wh termin d mere Necellity. - 


"£0 * K 
1 * * hy o 
9 / , * 


9 Py YT & 1 6-0 * * 
F _ * . ' 2 


RS 4 


"What? g yi nee Wen ate 0 
Does this ern the PUbHck N 05 A ee pt 
It Ky conn cd, —= 


willing a8 J 4tn:" Ad prompt W 25 15 
| The your — Cauſe, Fa ee | 
With Caution, 0 77 1 "7 


* W 7 


s 


6&0 Or.-written e ven Poke er j 
Retr the Herd Rom ale wink the Wt, © Ir 
But, if you reve ae ih king Flr 
The Populace, PH Sale youof that Fear. 
Pre a 4 Fon 

Revengeful ; and gf you! WE wee. n 
Shou d any mutinous Tumult hence ariſe,” 20 
At the vile Thracian's dreadful Suffering, 8 


Be mine';—pay Part I'll fupely well perfobrt.” fen OE 
EF i "ay b 
t x ou. perform ? can 1 
| With dag egg aged Hands 1 Of 
„Tbe Sword againft this Tal Vince? Ma 
Or do you Poilon meditate d but where. I co 
3 eve Aﬀitunce? or hat Fa. My 
nen 8 * 15 — 
; | bag pm. fo ER. 
10 pen Pavilion! is a Trjan "Troop" 
Ae ver 
a of Co oe I ſuppoſe, you mean Y 
* . | "HECUBA,": P 
Tes; * and by theſe the Murderer fall fall.” ny 
AGAMEMNON 


* 


e - a ? * - * 2 * y A a. , 
x 3 * "8 L 1 g * 4 
* o u*% » * : ky b * > m_ © AT * wt n 4 . 
* 5 N ; 7 5 7 „ * 
= * 
A — 
* * 


* eee 7 A 


| But how can W 


* - - 
* — * 


* — 
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A —— 25 pry dy 
ith crafty Gu 1 5 1 a match, fer S. 

AGAME 9 8 
A Multitude is terfible ; Kg on 
Io great ſoever, what l of 

HECUB 
Why i ? The Sous of tat —— 
y Women 7; Women in the Lemnign 


toy 


Slew every Husband * —Be i it as it ill; 


9990 


I only ask free Paſſport for my Made 2 
And now, chou faithful Sen 8⁰ with Speed 
Fr ö 
To Pohmmęſtor, — with fraudfel * 
Gay, © Hecuba, late Queen of Troy, _—_. 
For his fake, than her own, invites him hither, [© 
2 « Him, and bis Children, thar' the may impart Polk 
„ Such Things, as tis expedient, they ſhou'd| know, 
2A [Exit Servant, 
Mean while, O King, ſuſpend the Sepulture 
of Polyxene, dear Victim! that one Pile n ana 
* r and the ſame Urn 


; 


EE Contain (the twofold Cauſe of Grief to me) _ 
My Childrens Aſhes buried in the Ground— 
AGAMEMNON. 3 
It ſhall be ſo. Let cou'd we now ſet Sail; | 
It were impoſſible to grant this Boon. 2 \ | 
7 The Daughters of Daraus Brother to /Zgyptus. It is faid there . 


» I vere fifty of them, who all, fave Ara, ſlew their Husbands.- 
7 This Story is variouſly pelated, and: as Era/amus obſerves, hat 


But 


worth g curious Enquiry. 
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„ 171277 2. . 
But fince the Gods a favotirable GG 
As yer deny dd we mult wait in Hope, — 9 75 


May 
10 


—_— 


CHORUS. * 
eder Comer? Olto Thy 


No hanger 6 CN + 
Cities that are im 


Surround thee, with Ain 
Their all „ ce 
Thy crown- like Tow'rs demoliſh'a {| "FIR, 
And ruinous Streets emblacken'd 

With 
© Mut ſet our Feet no more. 

II, 1 

Te in th ol of bigs ell. 
pra ru Bye dong Vis 22210 
The facred Song, and Sacrifice 
Perform'd; and when * 
Our Husband's gli ring Spears 
Hung idle in their Chambers; 
Nor did they ſee, or haply dream, 
The naval Army of the Greeks 
Were traverſing the Town: _ 
II. 
I then was filleting my Hair; 
And, in the reflective Beams 
Of the golden Mirrour SK) 
e 


Ready 


When foch x Cloud of toll o Shall +} 


r 
1 Dt. 
* 7 _ — » * f 
4 N * 4 1 S 1 y N : , 


1002 252 0 


99 
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* 


On Helen, (Siſter of the famous Twins) 


. . 


2 1 
— me down in Bed: 
When through the Streets a Tumult, any... 
Au is the horrid Cry, : 
« O Sons of Greece, when, when ſhall ve, | 
« From Troy in Aﬀtes lam. 
« Return to our own Home ? 
„Macau IV. | | Fe 
Then running from my widr. fer Bed ISP ? 
Naked, fave one ſingle 2 ; 32 ae 3 
(Like the Doric Maidens * * \ . 
[ ſtraight addreſs'd Dis. 
But all in vain, alas my Pray'r.— Doran, 7. 149 
rr _ 
Hurried was I to Sea 2 * e 
or looking back on 5, from whole r 
Drew off, f fainting ff 7 0 
4 
Pouring out my i bitter Curks - * 


34 
FL, 4 
8 


And her vile Paramout 

Peſtiferous Paris; who hath driv'n me, | 

An Exile from my native Home: | . 

Not by honourable Marriage, 5 

But hard Calamity, ; © WP. x | 
From ſome afflicting God. | Ss 
O may ſhe ne'er return, 
Or with a happy Voyage reach 
Her native Greece again. 


9 The Lacedemonien Damſels were us'd to dance, i in Garments ſo 
fine and curiouſly wrought, that their Bodies might be een trough 
_ rr they became a Proverb. * 1 


: I mourn thy Miſery, : thy Ciey ad 


When I your Servant met; at whofe Report, 


* =3 
- >*% — 2 8 
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1 r Dae 22K * 


POLTMNESTOR, eve, e 


, Servants, and the O chef, of Poly 


* 42 „ 28 wt { 27 "I 


BY  FOLYMNE8T'OR * oil; - ah : 
3 beſt belov'd of Men wert thou. iN J 
And deareſt Fruba, vich Tears unkeight Pier 3:9 


In ruinous Heaps, ad thy ir Daughter 
A Sacrifice Fhereꝰs 
To glory, or confide in; 
Bur ther the happiaſt Man en Each, 10 motrew © 


May be as wretched, —So the Gods ordain, 


Confounding Joy with Sorrow, Good with III? 20 A 
That ignorant of Futurity, through Hope, + 
Or Fear, we ſtill may worſhip and adore— 
But why this bootleſs Meditation, nought it ferves - 
To remedy paſt IIls.— Perhaps, you blame © 


My Abſence, Heeuba ;—know, I have been 
Far from the Coaſt employ'd on State-Afﬀairs 


But with convenient Speed was haftning hither, 
Obedient to your Orders, am come. 
HECU BA. 
O Pahmusſtor, much am I aſham'd, 
That yeu ſhould ſee me in this wretched Plight j 
Foy, chat have ſeen me in my happier Days: 


. 


bogs 
— 


2 4 ps — — oo 4 
* the 
? Way Lan n 
— 9 5 * 
© At a which much conceru mn 
Tou, and your Children therefore from this Tent 
Command your Guardgrand Servants ta retire - 
ono 
Ee gore / ye Serrants, — All is Safety here, 
Where all are Friends; and ſuchꝭ is Hecuba, 
| And ſuch the Grecian: Army BR Cen 2 wog 
= Lire the dee, of Poiprneſtr 
„Ne rercal, 3+ 94a. 7 
| Wherein the Happy can ne Du pay. 
Toſche Atlited; you: me prompt 
Win Hear and Hands i don your Dit. 
e HCN | 
- Firſt, lives my Son, myideer-4oy'd Pohdlre ; 
Whom you'receiv'd in Guardianſhip from me, 
And from the Hands of Priam? anſwer this 
—— en a OG 
POLYMNESTOR. 
If chat can make you happy, you are happy.— 
HECUBA. 
O thou dear Man, how worthy thee thy Words |— 
POLYMNESTOR. 


"Wy cull Phat ante you wou'd ask of me. 
E HECUBA. 
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NES 
And is he mindful of —— 
 _ POLYMNESTOR. 
50 mindful, 18er dan en dn 6 pe. 
A BHECUBA * 
And is the Gold t ifs, he od bon no: ; 
| POLY MNESTOR. 
Al fe, 488-puandedt by-tiy hanf de 
NETU BA 
5 e 
Oo -POLTMNESTOR. 
That Inbbor: {love Tego hy own. = 
- HECUSE' 
Know ves un Bulimeſs'chen with yon and yours ? | 
_ POEFMNESTOR.. 
I know it ot, and therefor ent your Pleaſure 
70 * HECUBA. 
Love dn a you are beloy'd by me. 
POLFMNESTOR  —© 
Bur whats you wed have ray Chiron know? 
. HECU BA. © | 
There are vaſt Hoards of Gold yet left in Tre 
PO LYMNESTOR. 
And vis you wonder elde Feb: 
_HECUBA 
raub hy von fer pt ee n honeſt Man, 
POLYMNESTOR.. 
But bow dees mig ungen Children's Preſence? 


_  FHECTVUBM. 
"Tvete nt, they ou Enno this, in caſe you die. 


RR. 


Y But het Meaning is; that the Joves thin, — he Joved 
Poſiabtr. 4 3. 


TI POLYM: 
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8 | POLYMNESTOR. 
| Right. To ſupetior Judgment I ſubmit. 
HAU. 
IF: You know, where food in te Mnera's Shrine? 
| | "POLTMNESTOR. 
Yes e!—is the Treafure des -u: what che Mark 
| HECUBA © . 
A huge black e LID? the Place. 
POLYMNESTOR. 
| ks cen i oe you wourt inform me.of? 
reer + 
Les; of ſome Treaſures, ther 1 brought away. . 
x POLY MNESTOR. © 
How qqud ? - among your Wardrobe?—or where elſe? 
| 5 HECUBA © 
In yon Pavilion, kept among the Spoils. | 
. POLYMNESTOR © 
Cty Grecian Chiefs ? 
HEC UA. | 
But our ir Apartments there are ſeparate. 
POLYMNESTOR. 
And are at par owe br Women ther? 
HECUB A. 


That nat a Greet is there, nor any Soul 
Save Women-Captives. Let us then make haſte, 
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